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tnto one of the first importance, exceeding greatly tlte
trade in wheat, rice, jute, indigo, or tea, and being ex-
ceeded only bv cotton and opiom5'. Mustard or raoe is
a r*S* crop harvested in January, Unseed a rabi crop
h.-*i rested by the end of April or begini>ing*of May ; ///
or gjn^e'iv is a kkarif or autumn crop harvested in
Sot'-nib^r Oftober. Tiiere is a variety of /// which is
^r,nv5t as a -i>rLig crop and harvested just before the
v j:iLYJt?neenitj;;t of the rains.

Cojrsr sugar or gurh is   produced   trom   sugarcane

fSaccha*'um jfKcimintm} and dale palm
Sugar.                              ,          '"                                       .

i Pk&nL\  slvcstrisi*   The   cultivation

and date-palm in India and the use of
gxr* <*oar&e sugar ) are mentioned in old Sanskrit
wt>rks such as the 3faunst!wfiit$t Chartiksamhitti ana
Sn^ruta. Then- is evidence to show, that gurh w.is
known and produced in this country long before tLr
Christian era Botanical evidence favours the Idea of
Ic'dla being the home of the parent stock from which the
cultivated varieties of sugarcane have been gradually
evolved.
Gurh ss onfc oJ the cheapest luxuries which the poor
^ India have. So far as the consumption among the
rr.iiivc population o! the country is concerned, refined;
^c^ar is at a great discount. It Is wholly wanting In
i*'at favour and sweetness which make gurh palatable; to
ihrm, Their prejudices against refined, or as it is often
tabled loaf sugar, are due not merely to the Impression,
r^ht or wrong, b^ne is          in its manufacture, but
to the fafit that i|          not come up to their standard